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(54) TEST PIECE PICKUP MECHANISM AND TEST PIECE SUPPLY APPARATUS 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To supply test pieces to a measuring 
section with reagent layers turned upward without fail by judging 
the surface and the rear of each test piece and to facilitate the 
continuous measurement of a number of specimens in one type ot 
test piece and the measurement of different groups of items in a 
variety of test pieces when test pieces each having the reagent 
layer on one side of a slender stick are picked out one at a time 
from a test piece bottle housing a number of test pieces to be 
supplied to the measuring section. . 
SOLUTION: The reflectance of a grip part 1c of a test piece l is 
previously made to be for different the front and the rear surfaces 
thereof and the grip part 1 c of the test piece 1 is picked out by 
suction thereof by a test piece pick up head 2 inserted into a 
container while the reflectance of the grip part 1c is measured to 
judge the front and the rear surfaces thereof. When the test piece 
1 is turned upward, the test piece is supplied as intact to a 
measuring section or when the test piece 1 is turned downward, 
the test piece pickup head 2 is turned by 1 80 to supply the test 

continuously exchanging the bottles. 
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